
ROMANS CHAPTER 2 
 
The Judgment of Elohim, the Circumcision of the Heart, and the True Meaning of Covenant Identity 
 
Romans Chapter 2 continues the argument Sha'ul began in Chapter 1. The transition between these 
chapters is essential because Sha'ul is not changing subjects; he is narrowing the focus. In Chapter 1, he 
exposed the rebellion of mankind among the nations, the rejection of the Creator, the exchange of His 
glory for created things, and the consequences of refusing His authority.  
 
In Chapter 2, Sha'ul turns the mirror toward those who believe they possess moral advantage. The 
argument now moves from the obvious sinner to the religious person. From the openly rebellious to the 
one who judges rebellion. From the nations who do not acknowledge YaHuWaH to those who possess 
knowledge of His ways. Sha'ul’s purpose is not to say that there is no distinction between those who 
know the covenant and those who do not. The Scriptures clearly reveal that YaHuWaH chose Yisra'El, 
gave them His Torah, established His covenants with them, and entrusted them with His words. 
 
Rather, Sha'ul is addressing a deeper issue: Possessing the covenant does not automatically mean 
walking faithfully within it. Having the Torah does not mean the heart has been transformed by the 
Torah. Knowing what is righteous does not mean one practices righteousness. This is the same message 
proclaimed by the Prophets of Yisra'El. YaHuWaH never desired merely external obedience without 
inward surrender. From the beginning, His desire was a people whose hearts were aligned with Him. 
 
The Historical and Covenant Setting of Romans 2 
 
To understand Romans 2, we must remember the audience receiving this letter. The assembly in Rome 
included both those from among the Yahudim and those from among the nations. The early followers of 
Yahusha were wrestling with questions that had existed since the first believers began entering the 
covenant community. 
 
What defines the people of Elohim? Is ancestry enough? Is circumcision enough? Is possessing Torah 
enough? What role do the nations have? How does one demonstrate covenant faithfulness? 
 
These questions did not arise because Torah was being discarded. They arose because YaHuWaH’s 
promises to Abraham were expanding to include the nations, just as the Prophets had foretold. 
However, whenever the nations are brought near, there is always a temptation toward two opposite 
errors. One error is to say that the nations cannot truly belong unless they become something other 
than what YaHuWaH has called them to be. The other error is to say that covenant relationship no longer 
requires obedience. Sha'ul rejects both. The covenant people of YaHuWaH are defined by His calling, His 
promises, and a transformed heart that produces faithful obedience. 
 
The Judgment of Elohim Is According to Truth 
 
Sha'ul begins: 
"Therefore, O man, you are without excuse, everyone who judges, for in whatever you judge another 
you condemn yourself, for you who judge practice the same things." - Romiyim (Romans) 2:1 
 
The opening word, "therefore," connects directly back to Romans 1. Sha'ul has just described mankind’s 
rejection of YaHuWaH. Now he addresses those who agree with that judgment and condemn the 
wickedness around them. The issue is not that recognizing evil is wrong. The Scriptures command 
discernment. The problem is hypocrisy. The person who condemns rebellion while practicing rebellion 
themselves misunderstands the seriousness of YaHuWaH’s standard. 
 
 



This reflects the words of Yahusha: 
"And why do you look at the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the plank in your own 
eye?" - Mattithyahu (Matthew) 7:3 
 
The problem is not judgment itself. The problem is self-righteous judgment. Human beings often 
measure themselves by comparing their behavior to someone they consider worse. But YaHuWaH does 
not measure according to human comparison. His standard is His own righteousness. 
 
The Hebrew Concept of Judgment 
 
The Hebrew understanding of judgment is rooted in the word mishpat (משפט). Mishpat is not merely 
punishment. It carries the idea of establishing what is right according to the standard of the Judge. 
YaHuWaH’s judgments are righteous because His character is righteous. 
 
Mosheh declared: 
"For I proclaim the Name of  יהוה, ascribe greatness to our Elohim. The Rock! His work is perfect, for all 
His ways are right-ruling, an El of truth and without unrighteousness, righteous and straight is He." - 
Debarim (Deuteronomy) 32:3-4 
 
Human judgment is often influenced by pride, emotion, status, or incomplete understanding. YaHuWaH’s 
judgment is according to truth. 
 
Sha'ul states: 
"And we know that the judgment of Elohim is according to truth against those who practice such 
matters." - Romiyim (Romans) 2:2 
 
The phrase "according to truth" is important. The Greek word is aletheia, but the Hebrew concept 
behind truth is emet (אמת). Emet means firmness, reliability, faithfulness, and what corresponds to 
reality. YaHuWaH does not judge according to appearances. He judges according to what truly exists 
within a person. 
 
The Goodness of Elohim Leads to Repentance 
 
Sha'ul writes: 
"Or do you despise the riches of His kindness, tolerance, and patience, not knowing that the kindness 
of Elohim leads you to repentance?" - Romiyim (Romans) 2:4 
 
This statement reveals the heart of YaHuWaH’s character. His patience is not weakness. His mercy is not 
approval of rebellion. His kindness is intended to bring transformation. 
 
The Hebrew concept of repentance is teshuvah (תשובה). Teshuvah means returning. It is not merely 
feeling sorry. It is turning back toward the path of YaHuWaH. 
 
Throughout the Prophets, the call to repentance is always a call to return to covenant faithfulness. 
 
YaHuWaH says: 
"Return to Me, and I shall return to you." - Mal'akhi (Malachi) 3:7 
 
The purpose of correction is restoration. YaHuWaH does not expose sin simply to condemn. He reveals 
rebellion so that His people may return. 
 
 
 



Storing Up Wrath Through a Hardened Heart 
 
Sha'ul continues: 
"But according to your hardness and your unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in 
the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of Elohim." - Romiyim (Romans) 2:5 
 
The phrase "hardness of heart" carries strong Hebraic imagery. The Hebrew Scriptures frequently 
describe the heart as becoming hardened or stubborn. 
 
The Hebrew word qasheh (קשה) means hard, severe, or stubborn. This is the same pattern seen in 
Pharaoh. Pharaoh did not merely lack information about YaHuWaH. He resisted what YaHuWaH 
revealed. A hardened heart is a heart that refuses correction. This is why the prophets continually called 
Yisra'El to circumcise their hearts. The issue was never merely external identity. The issue was whether 
the inner person belonged fully to YaHuWaH. 
 
No Partiality With Elohim 
 
Sha'ul states: 
"For there is no partiality with Elohim." - Romiyim (Romans) 2:11 
 
This statement is foundational to the entire chapter. 
 
The Greek word for partiality relates to showing favoritism based on outward appearance. The Hebrew 
Scriptures had already revealed this character of YaHuWaH. 
 
Moses declared: 
"For יהוה your Elohim is Elohim of mighty ones and Master of masters, the great El, mighty and 
awesome, who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe."- Debarim (Deuteronomy) 10:17 
 
YaHuWaH does not judge according to ethnicity, social position, outward appearance, or human status. 
But this does not mean covenant distinctions are meaningless. It means no one can use covenant 
identity as a substitute for covenant faithfulness. 
 
The Torah Written on the Heart 
 
Sha'ul introduces one of the most important concepts in Romans: 
"For when Gentiles, who do not have the Torah, by nature do what the Torah requires, these, although 
not having Torah, are a Torah to themselves..." - Romiyim (Romans) 2:14 
 
This passage has often been misunderstood as though Sha'ul is saying the Torah has been abolished or 
that the nations no longer need YaHuWaH’s instruction. That interpretation does not fit Sha'ul’s own 
words. The question is not whether Torah exists. The question is where Torah is written. The Prophets 
already spoke of a future restoration where YaHuWaH would write His Torah upon the hearts of His 
people. 
 
Jeremiah declared: 
"For this is the covenant I shall make with the house of Yisra'El after those days, declares יהוה: I shall 
put My Torah in their inward parts, and write it on their hearts." - Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 31:33 
 
The issue was never that Torah was defective. The issue was that human hearts were resistant. The 
renewed covenant promise was not a covenant without Torah. It was Torah written internally. 
 
 



Circumcision of the Heart 
 
Sha'ul concludes the chapter by addressing circumcision: 
"For he is not a Yahudi who is so outwardly, neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 
But he is a Yahudi who is so inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in Spirit, not literally..." - 
Romiyim (Romans) 2:28-29 
 
This is not Sha'ul rejecting physical circumcision. The Torah never presented circumcision of the flesh as 
meaningless. The issue is that physical circumcision without heart obedience was incomplete. 
 
Moses himself said: 
"And you shall circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and harden your neck no more." - Debarim 
(Deuteronomy) 10:16 
 
The prophets repeated this theme. 
 
YaHuWaH desired inward transformation. The outward sign was intended to reflect an inward reality. 
The heart must belong to Him. 
 
Chapter 2 and the Restoration of Yisra'El 
 
Romans 2 prepares the reader for Sha'ul’s later discussion concerning Yisra'El and the nations. It 
establishes that covenant identity cannot be reduced to outward markers alone. Yet Sha'ul is not denying 
Yisra'El’s calling. 
 
He will later say: 
"What then is the advantage of the Yahudi, or what is the value of circumcision? Much in every way! 
Because firstly indeed, that they were entrusted with the Words of Elohim." - Romiyim (Romans) 3:1-2 
 
The problem was not that Yisra'El received Torah. The problem was failing to embody the purpose of 
Torah. The restoration promise has always been about bringing the heart back into alignment with 
YaHuWaH. 
 
Conclusion of Romans Chapter 2 
 
Romans Chapter 2 destroys human confidence in outward religious status. The nations cannot stand 
before YaHuWaH because they lack knowledge. The covenant people cannot stand before Him merely 
because they possess knowledge. The standard is the righteousness of YaHuWaH. Sha'ul reveals that 
YaHuWaH looks beyond outward identity and examines the heart. The real issue is not merely who 
possesses the covenant signs. 
 
The deeper question is: Who has been transformed by the covenant? The Torah was never the problem. 
The human heart was the problem. The promise of restoration is that YaHuWaH would do what mankind 
could not do: bring the heart back into covenant faithfulness. 
 
Romans 2 prepares the way for the next movement of Sha'ul’s argument: the universal need for 
YaHuWaH’s righteousness, because both Hebrew and Gentile stand in need of His mercy. Romans 
Chapter Three will bring mankind together under one verdict: All have fallen short of the esteem of 
Elohim, and all must look to the faithfulness of YaHuWaH revealed through Messiah. 
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