ROMANS CHAPTER 15

Messiah the Servant of the Covenant, the Hope of the Nations, and the Completion of YaHuWaH’s
Promises

Romans Chapter 15 continues and completes the practical instruction that began in Chapter 12. After
establishing that the redeemed people of Elohim are to live as a transformed community, Sha'ul now
brings the focus back to Messiah Himself. Chapter 12 revealed the life of the renewed people. Chapter
13 revealed how they walk within the present world. Chapter 14 revealed how they walk together
despite differences in understanding. Chapter 15 now reveals the foundation that makes unity possible:
The people of Elohim must follow the pattern of Messiah Yahusha, who came as the faithful Servant to
confirm the promises given to the fathers and to bring the nations into the covenant hope. This
chapter is deeply connected to the restoration of the whole house of Yisra'El because Sha'ul brings
together three scriptural truths: The faithfulness of YaHuWaH to Yisra'El. The mission of Messiah as the
Servant of Yisra'El. The inclusion of the nations in the promises given to Abraham. Romans 15 is not
presenting a new people replacing an old people. It presents the fulfillment of YaHuWaH’s ancient
purpose: One restored family under one King.

Bearing the Weak and Following Messiah’s Example

Sha'ul begins:
"But we who are strong ought to bear with the weaknesses of the weak, and not to please ourselves."
- Romiyim (Romans) 15:1

This continues the thought from Romans 14. The mature person does not use their understanding as a
weapon. They use it as a means of service. The Kingdom operates differently from the systems of the
nations. In the nations, greatness often means power over others. In the Kingdom, greatness means
serving others.

Yahusha Himself declared:
"But whoever wishes to become great among you, let him be your servant." - Mattithyahu (Matthew)
20:26

The restored covenant community reflects the character of its King.
Messiah Did Not Please Himself

Sha'ul writes:
"For even Messiah did not please Himself, but as it has been written, 'The reproaches of those who
reproached You fell upon Me."" - Romiyim (Romans) 15:3

Sha'ul quotes from Psalms 69. This connects Messiah’s suffering with the suffering of the righteous
servant. Yahusha did not come seeking personal comfort. He came to accomplish the Father’s purpose.
This is the pattern for the covenant people. The restored people are not called to pursue self-centered
spirituality. They are called to reflect the self-giving faithfulness of Messiah.

The Scriptures Were Written for Our Instruction
Sha'ul states:

"For whatever was written before was written for our instruction, so that through endurance and
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have the expectation.” - Romiyim (Romans) 15:4



This verse is extremely important. Sha'ul identifies the Hebrew Scriptures (The Torah, the Prophets, and
the Writings) as the foundation for understanding Messiah and covenant life. The writings of Mosheh,
the Prophets, and the Writings are not outdated. They reveal the character and purposes of YaHuWaH.
The Greek Scriptures do not replace the Hebrew Scriptures. They explain their fulfillment through
Messiah. The expectation or hope comes from what YaHuWaH has already spoken.

One Mind and One Voice

Sha'ul writes:

"And may the Elohim of endurance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind toward one
another, according to Messiah Yahusha, so that with one mind and one mouth you might praise the
Elohim and Father of our Master Yahusha Messiah." - Romiyim (Romans) 15:5-6

This language reflects restoration. The divided people are being brought into unity.

This echoes the prophetic promise:

"And | shall make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Yisra'El. And one sovereign shall
be sovereign over them all." - Yehezqgél (Ezekiel) 37:22

The goal is not uniformity of personality. The goal is unity under the authority of YaHuWaH.

Receive One Another as Messiah Received You

Sha'ul says:

"Therefore receive one another, as Messiah also received us, to the esteem of Elohim." - Romiyim

(Romans) 15:7

The word "receive" connects back to Romans 14. The covenant community must welcome those whom
Messiah has welcomed. The basis of unity is not human achievement. It is the mercy of YaHuWaH.

Messiah Came as a Servant of the Circumcision

Sha'ul makes a crucial statement:

"And | say that Yahusha Messiah has become a servant of the circumcision for the sake of the truth of
Elohim, to confirm the promises given to the fathers." - Romiyim (Romans) 15:8

This verse is central to understanding Romans. Messiah came as a servant of the circumcision. This refers
to Yisra'El, the covenant people marked by the sign given to Abraham. Why did Messiah come? To
confirm the promises given to the fathers. Not to cancel them. Not to replace them. To confirm them.
The promises to Abraham, Yitshaq, and Ya'agob remain foundational.

The Promises Given to the Fathers

The promises included: A seed. A people. A land. Blessing to the nations. A restored relationship with
YaHuWaH. Messiah fulfills these promises. The promise was always larger than ethnic boundaries.

YaHuWaH told Abraham:
"And in you all the clans of the earth shall be blessed." - Bereshith (Genesis) 12:3

The nations coming near is not an interruption of the covenant. It is the fulfillment of the covenant.



The Nations Glorify YaHuWaH for His Mercy

Sha'ul continues:
"And that the nations should praise Elohim for His mercy..." - Romiyim (Romans) 15:9

Sha'ul then quotes several passages from the Hebrew Scriptures. This is important. The inclusion of the
nations was not a new idea. It was written in the prophets. The Torah and Prophets anticipated that the
nations would come to worship YaHuWaH.

Mosheh, Tehillim, and Yeshayahu Testify

Sha'ul quotes:
"Rejoice, O nations, with His people." - Debarim (Deuteronomy) 32:43

Notice the wording. The nations rejoice with His people. The nations are not replacing His people. They
are joining with His people.

Sha'ul also quotes:
"Praise nIn, all you nations! Praise Him, all you peoples! - Tehillim (Psalms) 117:1

And:
"There shall be a root of Yishay, and He who is rising to rule the nations, on Him the nations shall set
their expectation."” - Yeshayahu (lsaiah) 11:10

This is a Messianic prophecy. The King comes from Yishay, the father of Dawid. The nations come under
His reign.

The Root of Yishay and the Kingdom Hope

The reference to Yishay connects Messiah to the Dawidic covenant.

YaHuWaH promised David:

"Your house and your reign are to be steadfast forever before you. Your throne is established forever."

- Shemu'El Bet (2 Samuel) 7:16

Yahusha is the fulfillment of this promise. He is the righteous King. He gathers the scattered. He brings
peace. He establishes the Kingdom.

The Elohim of Hope
Sha'ul writes:
"And may the Elohim of expectation fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you overflow

with expectation by the power of the Set-apart Spirit." - Romiyim (Romans) 15:13

Hope in Scripture is not wishful thinking. The Hebrew concept is connected with confident expectation
based upon YaHuWaH’s faithfulness. Because YaHuWaH has spoken, His people can trust.

Sha'ul’s Ministry to the Nations
Sha'ul explains his calling:

"Because of the favor given to me by Elohim, that | should be a servant of Yahusha Messiah to the
nations..." - Romiyim (Romans) 15:15-16



Sha'ul understood his mission as priestly service. He was proclaiming Messiah among the nations so that
they could become part of the worship of YaHuWaH. This reflects the prophetic promise that the nations
would worship the Elohim of Yisra'El.

The Nations Brought Near

The inclusion of the nations fulfills the promise:

"It is not enough for You to be My Servant, to raise up the tribes of Ya'aqob, and to bring back the
preserved ones of Yisra'El. | also give You as a light to the nations, to be My deliverance to the ends of
the earth." - Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 49:6

Messiah restores Yisra'El and brings light to the nations. Both are part of the same mission.
The Collection for the Set-Apart Ones

Sha'ul discusses collecting support for the believers in Yahrushalayim.
"For it pleased them, and they are indebted to them. For if the nations have shared in their spiritual
matters, they ought also to serve them in material matters." - Romiyim (Romans) 15:27

This reveals covenant family responsibility. Those from the nations who have received the blessings of
the covenant should honor those through whom the promises came. The nations are not superior to
Yisra'El. They are indebted to the covenant root. This echoes Romans 11.

Sha'ul’s Desire to Visit Rome

Sha'ul explains his desire to visit Rome on his way to Spain. He desires fellowship and partnership. His
mission is expanding the Kingdom message. But his foundation remains the same: Messiah. The
promises. The Scriptures. The restoration of YaHuWaH'’s purposes.

Coming Out of the Nations and Becoming Part of Yisra'El

Romans 15 must also be understood in light of the olive tree revealed in Romans 11. When those from
the nations respond to the calling of YaHuWaH and are brought into covenant through Yahusha, they are
not being saved so that they can remain permanently identified as a separate people standing alongside
Yisra'El. They are being brought into the covenant people. Sha'ul has already established that the
branches of the olive tree belong to the tree, that the nations are grafted in among the natural branches,
and that they now share in the root and richness of the olive tree. The covenant identity is therefore not
“Yisra'El over here and the nations over there,” but one covenant people under one Elohim. The nations
who turn to YaHuWaH leave behind their former manner of walking among the nations and are joined to
the people whose covenant was established with the fathers. This does not mean that their physical
ancestry is rewritten, nor does it erase the distinction between Yahudah and the other tribes; rather, it
means that their covenant standing is now determined by their being joined to Yisra'El and its covenant.
This is why Sha'ul can speak of the promises made to the fathers and then immediately speak of the
nations glorifying Elohim for His compassion. The nations are not receiving an unrelated covenant or
forming a separate covenant people. They are being brought near to the covenant promises of Yisra'El
and made fellow participants in what YaHuWaH promised to Abraham, Yitshaq, and Ya'aqob. In this
sense, covenant restoration is also identity restoration: those once outside are brought near, grafted into
the olive tree, and joined to the covenant household of Yisra'El. The prophetic picture is not of two
permanently separated peoples, but of YaHuWaH restoring His people and bringing the nations who
respond to Him into that restored covenant household.



Romans 15 and the Restoration of the Whole House of Yisra'El

Romans 15 is one of the clearest chapters showing that the inclusion of the nations does not cancel
Yisra'El's identity. Sha'ul states plainly: Messiah came to confirm the promises to the fathers. The nations
glorify YaHuWaH for His mercy. The nations rejoice with His people. The Root of Yishay (Jesse) rules over
the nations. The covenant family expands according to promise. The picture is not replacement. The
picture is restoration. The divided family is being brought together under Messiah.

Conclusion of Romans Chapter 15

Romans 15 reveals the heart of the Kingdom: A people who follow Messiah’s example. A people who
bear one another’s burdens. A people who stand upon the promises given to the fathers. A people
where Yisra'El and the nations worship YaHuWaH together. Messiah Yahusha is the Servant who confirms
the covenant promises and gathers the scattered. The restoration plan of YaHuWaH is moving toward
one purpose: A redeemed people from every nation, tribe, and tongue serving the Elohim of Yisra'El
under the reign of the King. Romans 16 will conclude the letter by showing the covenant family in
practice through greetings, warnings, and the final declaration of YaHuWaH’s eternal purpose revealed
through Messiah.
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